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 IMPACT OF COVID 19 ON RURAL WOMEN’S PRODUCTIVE 

CAPACITY IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 

Kampala, 21 April 2020 

COMMUNIQUE 

“Rural Women Who Feed the World Speak” 

 

PREAMBLE  

Food Rights Alliance in partnership with Uganda Debt Network, National Association of 

professional environmentalists, SEATINI Uganda, Eastern and Southern Africa small scale 

farmers and Coalition of Pastoralist Civil Society Organization on 21st April 2020, held a 

dialogue on the impacts of COVID 19 on rural women’s productive capacity in the 

agricultural sector. The meeting created a platform for rural women particularly those in 

farming, agribusiness, poultry farming to share challenges and opportunities amidst the 

COVID 19 pandemic. This meeting further created space for rural women who are the 

primary food producers to voice out on the impact of COVID-19 on their ability to feed the 

world and ground the economy on firm ground to recovery. It further aimed to generate and 

document real life experiences of rural women in agriculture amidst the COVID-19 pandemic 

and best practices to cope with the impact of the pandemic These will be an evidence base 

for advocacy aimed to influence policy process for improved food and nutrition security. 
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CALL TO ACTION  

From the dialogue on the impact of COVID-19 on rural women farmers’ agricultural 

production and productivity, we the rural women call upon: 

1. Government through the ministry of Agriculture Animal Fisheries and Industries 

(MAAIF) to facilitate the reinstatement of cooperatives especially in rural areas. 

Supported with quality agro-inputs and advisory services, these cooperatives will 

enhance agricultural production and productivity to meet market demand and 

improve livelihoods.  

 

2. Extension staff i.e. agricultural officers, veterinary doctors, need to take on full time 

roles as they are supposed to, as opposed to the increase in absenteeism at their 

stations to execute their roles, that calls for strict supervision in order to effectively 

and efficiently attend to the emerging issues. 

 

3. The government of Uganda through MAAIF to establish communal storage facilities 

at. These will ensure nationwide food security with surplus produce stored for 

consumption or sale during periods of food scarcity.  

 
4. To enhance equal access and linkages to food, because some areas in Uganda have 

more food than others. 

 

5. The government through MAAIF to facilitate farmers’ access to appropriate and 

affordable technologies that enhance production, value addition and market access. 

Priority interventions include building partnerships with the private sector to 

provide subsidized agro-machinery and provision of e-extension services through 

radio programs and telephone services. 

 

6. The government of Uganda to ease farmers’ access to the Agricultural Credit Facility. 

Owing to the COVID-19 social distancing and other lockdown measures, village saving 

associations have been non-functional leaving members unable to access soft loans 

to finance their agricultural production. 

 

7. The government of Uganda to partner with the private sector and facilitate access to 

agriculture machinery for organized rural women farmer groups. Machines such as 

tractors should be availed at subsidized costs to facilitate. extensive cultivation of 

land and harvesting.  
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8. The government to promote savings schemes among the rural women, and support 

them to be formally registered as associations. These should then be capacity built in 

financial by the Uganda micro finance support center.  

 

9. The government of Uganda to enhance access to justice and psychosocial support 

systems at local level. This is because while reports of gender-based violence 

increase, victims are still kept in confinement with their violators creating a vicious 

cycle of conflict and abuse. 

 

10. The government through MAAIF to enhance awareness on the use, adaptation and 

integration of best agronomic practices into the traditional modes of agriculture i.e. 

the use of organic pesticides, fertilizers, mulching, crop rotation, intercropping. 

 

11. The government to roll out Sensitization programs, refresher courses and hands on 

skilling of women in rural areas on best farming practices, ICT, leadership, 

management, financial education and other literally skills. This will boost their 

confidence, competence and productivity thus improving their livelihoods  
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